





Gospel 





MWeraly. 





























“ FEAR NOT} FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOUD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH STIALL RE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 


ee ———— 





PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY. EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 


—————— 


VOL. VI. 


NEW-YORX, SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 1826. 


NO. 24. 








From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
BIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM VIDLER. 
(Continued from p. 183.) 

His present change of views respected principally 
the efficacy of the death of Christ, and the extent of 
vsedemption: he ‘still semained a Trinitarian and a 
believer in Calvinistic notions of atonement. But 
uotwithstanding this, according to his just and pru- 
lent expectation, almost every pulpit in the kingdom 
was shut against him. He received letters of expos- 
tnlation and reproach from every side. Mr, Fuller 
was vehement in remonstrance. His apostacy, as it 
was called, was the theme of talk and lamentation 
among his recent intimate and loving, but now for- 
bidding and authoritative brethren; and soon he 
and his church were excluded from the Kent and 
Sussex yearly Association. He had been appointed 
to preach the association sermon that year; but to 
prevent his doing this, the ministers met the pre- 
¢eding day and expelled him. Mr. Middleton of 
Lewes, one of his old friends, was appointed to 
preach this sermon in bis stead. It was an ercom- 
munication sermon. Mr. Vidler finding that he and 
his supposed heresy were the subjects of it, arose 
and stood up during its delivery. The speaker in- 
sisted on the pernicious nature and tendency of 
heresy; but feeling fearful his hearers would con- 
clude that these who maintained it were bad men, 
he cautioned them against such a supposition, ad- 
ding, “so fur from it, heretics are sometimes the 
holiest and best of men ; but they are the more dan- 
gerous on thal account.” Atthis Mr. Vidler bowed. 
On the Sabbath after he preached a sermon of en- 
couragement to his rejected people from that well 
known passage in Isaiah, so easily applied to their 
circumstances and feelings; “ Doubtless thou art 
our Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us and 
Israel acknowledee us not ; thou, O Lord, art our 
Father, our Redeemer ; thy name is from everlast- 
ing.” 

Having embraced Universalism, he was soon led 
into acquaintance with Mr. Winchester, who had 
acquired a celebrity in England, and had gathered 
a large congregation in London, the place of his 
residence. Mr. Winchester frequently travelled into 
various parts of England as suitable opportunities 
offered for the promulgation of his sentiments. He 
was now led to visit Battle, and henceforth a cor- 
dial intimacy existed between him and Mr. Vidler. 
In the month of February, 1794, on account of Mr. 
W.’s ill health, Mr. Vidler went up to London and 
officiated to the great satisfaction of the Universa- 
lists there; who on Mr. W.’s mysterious departure 
for his native land, unanimously invited Mr. Vidler 





to come to London and keep the congregation to- 
gether till Mr. W. was heard of. [t was with diffi- 
culty he was persuaded to leave his society at Bat- 
tle, dear to him as children whom he had nourished 
and brought up in the faith ; but judging from a pe- 
cuniary arrangement which he made between the 
two societies, that his removal would be beneficial to 
hoth, he finally went to London. But he divided 
his services between Battle and London until No- 
vember, 1796, when he 1emoved his family to the 
latter place. 

We must now look at Mr. Vidler as standing at 
the head of the Universalists in England. He at- 
tracted scarcely less attention than Mr. W. had. 
Crowds flocked to the Chapel in Parliament Court 
to hear the newly settled minister of Universal Res- 
toration. The brightest prospects opened to the 
view of the Society, and every thing was affection, 
union and love. We must now also consider Mr. 
Vidler as at the height of his popularity. From his 
youth up, although he had continually struggled 
against opposition, yet he had become more anG 
more celebrated. He had always been an honest 
and incessant searcher after truth, and a fearless 
avower and defender of it upon conviction. And 
Providence had so ordered things that hitherto this 
cominendable course of conduct, had on the whole 
effected his temporal as well as his spiritual advan- 
tage. But an examination of his life will convince 
any one, that henceforth with very few exceptions 
things are tending in a contrary direction. Not that 
he lost his noble independence of mind, nor his 
insatiable thirst for truth, nor his habits of patient 
and candid inquiry, his fearlessness in avowing his 
opinions, nor his ability in defending them. No: 
for the London Universalists we are sorry to say, 
that these rare and exalted principles, these com 
mendable qualities and habits were the reasons why 
they and their pastor were disunited and his flatter- 
ing successes interrupted. 

In Jannary, 1797, Mr. Vidlerin connexion with 
a Mr. Tuelon, with whom he was then a copartner 
in the bookselling business, began to publish “ The 
Universalisi’s Miscellany, or Philenthropist’s Mu- 
seum. Intended chiefly as an antidote against the 
antichrislian doctrine of Endless Misery.” In the 
first volumes of this work, a controversy* in the form 
of letters, was carried on between Mr. Vidler and 





* As this controversy has excited considerable in- 
terest, the following account of it may not be unin- 
teresting. 

It was commenced in the following manner: 
When Mr. Vidler became a Universalist, Mr. I’. 
wrote him a private letter, which was not answere? 
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Mr. Andrew Fuller, before mentioned in this Me- 
moir. The letters on each side were collected and 
published in pamphlets in the years 1802, and 1803, 
by Mr. Vidler. There was a great propriety in 
giving these letters an extended circulation side by 
Mr. Vidler had signified to Mr. Fuller that 
when the controversy was closed, of which he beg- 
ged Mr. F. to give him notice, he had resolved to 
republish in a separate work all the letters on each 
side. While he was waiting for Mr. F.’s determina- 
tion, behold, that gentleman’s letters are sent before 
the public unaccompanied by Mr. Vidler’s! Mr. C. 
Jerram also, who was curate of Long Sutton, in 


side. 





at the time in consequence of Mr. V.’s multiplied 
engagements. But when Mr. V. commenced his 
periodical work, as Mr. F.’s letter had appeared in 
the Evangelical Magazine over a fictitious signa- 
ture, and as it was well known to many, by whom 
and to whom it was written, he addressed a letter to 
Mr. F. in reply, which was published in the Ist and 
2d numbers. In this condition the matter laid for 
more than two years. As an expression Mr. F. had 
made in the pulpit concerning the damned, was pub- 
lished in the Miscellany, be wrote to make an ex- 
planation concerning it. His communication was 
cheerfully given to tne public, with the remark that 
it was hoped he wonld be heard from again, and 
with an allusion to the letter in the first Volume of 
the Miscellany which he had not answered. In 
about two months after, Mr. F. enters the lists with 
considerable spirit; and henceforth, with some in- 
terruption in consequence of Mr. V.’s ill health, the 
controversy is carried on to the close. 

We find in this as in the most of controversies, a 
too frequent deviation from the main subject to at- 
tend to sinatler things, and Mr. V. mistook in think- 
ing himself under any obligation to foilow his 
opponent into such digressions. This practice 
protracted the controversy and rendered it much 
less interesting. The principal subjects of discussion 
were the signification of the Greek word aion and 
its derivatives; the rule by which this significa- 
tion in different cases should be determined; the 
reasonings of the antagonists; the scriptures they 
quoie in defence of their respective systems and the 
tendencies of their doctrines. 

Mr. Fuller was by no means a weak antagonist: 
very few writers on that side have done better than 
he. But it is painful to see that he sometimes 
manifests a haughty and irascible spirit. Mr. Vid- 
ler follows him with patience and meekness, never 
showing irritation. He meets the arguments of his 
opposer fairly, and generally wields the weapons of 
truth in a skilful manner. His brethren had no 
reason to be ashamed of the manner in which he 
conducted his part of the controversy. He treated 
his opponent with the greatest fairness, publishing 
his letters entire in the Miscellany, and permitting 
them to go abroad on every side sometimes for 
months before the replies were made. 

Mr. Vidler closes with great honour to himself, 
his last letters being as pregnant with vigour and 
sound argument as either of the former ones. He 
has not only through the whole controversy a de- 
cided advantage, over his opponent, as it respect: 
the general agreement of his sentiments with the 
scriptures, but as it respects his meekness and pa- 
tience. Perhaps as to their knowledge of the ori- 
ginal languages they were about equal. 

Mr. Fuller’s fourth letter has been published at 
Andover, (Mass.) in a small tract, to which a pa- 
tient reply was made by Parson Seth Stetson, now 
of Salem. 





Linconshire, under the fictitious title of “ Seruta- 
tor,” had published “ Letters to a Universalist ; 
containing a review of the Controversy between Mr. 
Vidler and Mr. Fuller, on the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation.” This was represented by a reviewer at 
the time as a defamatory and highly partial pro- 
duction. 

Of Mr. Vidler’s periodical work it may be proper 
to mention that five volumes were published under 
the title first assumed, in as many successive years. 
It is changed at the 6th volume, which appeared as 
the “ Universal Theological Magazine, iniended for 
the Free Discussion of all Religious Subjects, to 
which persons of every Denomination are invited : 
being a continuation of the Universalist’s Miscel- 
lany.” 'Two volumes were published in a year for 
two years, when the title was again changed to 
“ The Universal Theological Magazine and Impar- 
tial Review; New Series.” Of this Series there 
were four volumes ending with the year 1805, 
making iv all, from the commencement, in 1797, 
thirteen volumes, thin 8vo. The work from the be- 
ginning was not very well supported; and it was 
thought by Mr. Vidler’s friends that he excelled in 
nothing so little as in the editorship of a periodical! 
work. His editorial labours closed when the work 
ended. By a pecuniary arrangement with him, the 
Monthly Repository* was instituted as a continua 
tion in design at least of his work. 

(To be concluded in our nezt.) 
Oe 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine 
LETTER TO THE EDITORS, 
FROM WALTER BALFOUR, 
On the Day of Judgment. 
(Continued from p. 180.) 

Gentlemen—I proceed to inquire, 2d. Wiat time 
is referred to by the expression, “the day of the Lord 
Jesus.” It is obvious, that Paul expressed his con 
fidence, that the Corinthians would be confirmed 
unto the end, that they might be found blameless in 
the day of the Lord Jesus. He also says, that by 
their acknowledging what he had written unto the 
end, they would be his, and he their rejoicing when 
this day arrived. His manner of speaking, indicates 
that he considered this day to be near. But let us 
examine what is the general usage of this expres 
sion in scripture. It oecurs then, 

1 Cor. v. 5, “ To deliver such an one unto satan, 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may 
he saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” I need not 
stop to prove, that the term spirit is often used in 





* This work has been continued to the present 
day. The first No. of it appeared in Feb. 1806 ; 
and now nearly twenty volumes, each containing 
the numbers for a year, have been published. It is 
patronised principally by the Unitarians, who, in 
England, are mostly avowed Universalists, and is 
impartially conducted upon principles of the freest 
and boldest inquiry. The doctrine of Universal 
Salvation has found many able advocates in it ; and 
in some of the latter numbers a controversy has 
been agitated with respect to the question, whether 
the pains of this life be not alone sufficient for the 
discipline of mankind. 
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Scripture as equivalent to person, or for the person 
himself. Paul certainly did not mean this person’s 
spirt separate from his body, for it does not appear, 
that his punishment included such a separation ; 
nor that it was to be punished to the end of the 
world and then saved, for he says nothing about the 
destruction or punishment of his spirit. Besides, is 
it not the common belief, that unless persons’ spirits 
are saved before death, they never can be saved af- 
ter it? If satan was a fallen angel to whom this 
person was delivered, it is rather strange, such a 
being should be in any way the instrument of such 
a salvation. Besides, if the day of the Lord here 
means the end of this world, and spirit, a part of a 
man which exists separate from the body, why is 
the salvation of spirit only mentioned ? One should 
rather think, that it would be the flesh that required 
salvation from the hands of satan, for he was to de- 
stroy the flesh that the spirit might be saved. Was 
this person’s flesh or body not to be saved ? But the 
question is, what is the meaning of this passage ? 
This I shall state briefly, without entering into the 
detail of the evidence whereby my views may be 
supported. It is well known, that the term satan 
signifies an adversary. It is often applied to the 
adversaries of christians and christianity. This per- 
son in the church at Corinth was guilty of incest. 
See verse 1. The apostle commanded them to de- 
liver him over to this satan, or to put him away from 
among themselves, verse 13. ‘This was to be done 
for the person’s good, the destruction or punishment 
of his flesh, or to bring him to repentance, and that 
he might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
The first question which arises here, is, what day of 
the Lord Jesus is meant? I answer, that day which 
our Lord had forewarned his disciples of, and in 
view of which he exhorted them to be found watch- 
ful and faithful. See Matt. xxiv. Well, what kind 
of salvation did the apostle mean, when he said, 
“that the spirit or person may be saved in the day 
of the Lord Jesus ?” Ll answer, the same kind of sal- 
vation enjoyed by all those who endured to the end, 
Matt. xxiv. 13. This person was not believing to the 
salvation of his soul or person, but was drawing back 
io perdition. He was not looking for his Lord’s 
coming, but was saying by his conduct, My Lord 
delayeth his coming. Such were the means pre- 
scribed for converting this sinner from the error of 
his way, and saving a soul or person from death, 
and hiding a multitude of sins. The means proved 
effectual, as is evident from 2 Cor. ii. where Paul 
commands the Corinthians to forgive him, and to 
confirin their love to him; and assigns as a reason 
why they should do so, “ lest satan should get an ad- 
vantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his de- 
vices.” What satan, pray? The very same satan or 
the adversaries of the gospel, to whom this person 
was delivered for the destruction of the flesh. 

This expression occurs next in Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians, chap. i. 6, “Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in you, will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” He adds, verse 10, “ that ye may approve 
things that are excellent, that ye may be sincere, 





and without offence till the day of Christ.” He 
furthur says to them, chap. ii. 16, “ holding forth the 
word of life ; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, 
that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in 
vain.” All will allow that the day of Christ in these 
verses refers to the same time. What time is re- 
ferred to, then ? The day of Christ at the end of this 
world, it will be answered. But surely it may be 
asked, was the good work begun among the Philip- 
pians not to be finished until the end of this world ? 
And were they to be sincere and without offence 
until this day ? Was there any danger of their being 
insincere, or becoming stumbling blocks to others 
after they were dead? Ali these exhortations seem 
predicated on the expectation, that the day of the 
Lord was near, and that the persons exhorted might 
live until it arrived. Paul is not giving them in- 
formation about a day of which they before had not 
heard, but is delivering exhortations relative to a 
day, well known and expected by both. Now, suf- 
fer me to ask, were christians then all looking for 
the day of judgment at the end of this world, and 
did they expect to see it during that generation? If 
so, pray on what part of the testimony of Christ or 
his apostles was their expectation founded? Let this 
be pointed out ifit can be done. But the day of the 
coming of the Lord at the end of the Jewish dis- 
pensation was fully made known to them; it was 
expected by them, and was looked for as near. If 
any doubts are entertained what day of the Lord 
the apostle referred to, the next passage in which 
this kind of phraseology is used, ought to remove 
them. 

i Thess. v. 2, “For yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night.” That the day of our Lord’s coming to de- 
stroy Jerusalem, is represented as the coming of a 
thief in the night, needs no laboured proof. See 
Matt. xxiv. 42—44. Paul in the above passage, 
seems to have had our Lord’s words in his view, 
and the circumstances which he introduces go to 
prove, that to this day he referred. The Thessalo- 
nians knew perfectly, that the day of the Lord was 
to come as a thief in the night. But I ask, how did 
they know this so perfectly, if this day referred to 
the coming of Christ at what is called the day of 
judgment? In what previous part of revelation was 
it recorded, that the day of judgment at the end of 
this world, was to come as a thief in the night? I 
know of none. Yea, it appears from verse 13 of the 
preceding chapter, that the Thessalonians were ig- 
norant concerning some things connected with 
Christ’s coming at the resurrection of the dead, and 
hence he proceeds to the end of the chapter, to give 
them all necessary information on this subject. 
But in chap. v. 1, they needed no information about 
the day of the Lord of which he proceeds to speak, 
for they know perfectly about it. And well they 
might, for of this day our Lord had fully and plainly 
spoken during his ministry. It was a day the apos- 
tles had also spoken of, given exhortations in view 
of, and to which all christians had their attention 
turned. They were looking for it, waiting for it, 
and their faith and patience were exercised until 











——— 




































































188 


GOSPEL HERALD. 





arrived. It no doubt formed a topic of daily con- 
versation among all Christ’s disciples. Concerning 
this day the apostle had no need to write, veises 1, 2. 
If the question is asked, W hat they, does the apostle 
refer to, when he says, verse 3, “for when they 
shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them?” I answer, the unbelieving 
Jews of whom he speaks, chap. ti. 14—16. I can 
find no other persons mentioned in the preceding 
context, to whom he could refer. Nor is the dis- 
tance of the antecedent any very great objection, 
when Paul’s manner of writing is taken into view, 
and bis prudence in avoiding all offence to his 
brethren according to the flesh. Be this as it may, 
the circumstances mentioned in the context show, 
that to theim he did refer, which could be pointed out 
if it were necessary. 

2 Thess. ii. 2, is the next passage, “ That ye be 
not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by 
spirit nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that 
the day of Christ is at hand.” See Whitby and 
Hammond on this whole chapter, who apply it to 
the day of the destruction of Jerusalem. It is no 
objection to this view to say, “have you not been 
showing, that the day of destruction to Jerusalem 
was at hand, yet here Paul is cautioning the Thes- 
salonians aguinst believing that it was athand.” An- 
swer, either from his first epistle, chap. ii. 16, or 
from some other source, they seem to have im- 
bibed the idea, that this day was very near. This 
was probably the reason why some of them became 
idiers. See chap. iii. 6—13. Paul corrects their 
mistake, and informs them that it would not come 
so soon, for the signs which should precede its im- 
mediate approach had not yet appeared. See Matt. 
xxiv. and Whitby referred to as above. Though at 
hand in one sense, it was not soin another. Though 
so near, as that it would take place in their day, yet 
it was not so near as to take place immediately. It 
could not come, until all the signs given by our 
Lord of its approach had taken place. 

2 Peter iii. 10, is the last text. But “the day of 
the Lord will come as a thief in the night.” See the 
whole context, especially verse 12, where the same 
day is called, “ the day of God.” Having noticed 
this context in my answer to Mr. Sabine, I forbear 
any remarks here, and refer to it. See 1 Thess. v. 
1 above, and Matt. xxiv. where the day of the Lord 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, is compared to the 
coming of a thief in the night. 

Such are all the passages in the New Testament 
where the day of the Lord is mentioned. I shall de- 
fer any further remarks on them until we have con- 
sidered 

Sd. The phrase “the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The word rendered coming in the pas- 
sage above is apokalupsin, and in the margin and 
other places, is rendered revelation. The question 
before us is, at what time was this coming to take 
place ? It could not be at the end of this world, 
unless the Corinthians believed that end to be near. 
Paul must also have believed it near, if by the 
coming of Christ such a period is meant, for he 
said to them that they “came behind in no gift, 





waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Parkhurst says, this word signifies, “to wait for with 
earnest expectation and desire, io expect earnestly.” 
But will any affirm, that the Corinthians waited 
earnestly for the coming of Jesus Christ at the end 
of this world? Did they indeed think it so near, 
that they might live to see it? If so, we shall see 
presently, that their views were neither founded in 
fact, ner agreeable to the orthodoxy of our day. 
But let us examine the scripture usage of the 
phrase “the coming of ovr Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
The word apokalupsin, rendered coming and reve- 
lation, &c. occurs in the following. places, and is 
used to express the revelation or communication of 
knowledge. 1 Cor. xiv. 6; 2 Cor. xii. 1,75 Gal, 
i. 12, and ii. 2; Eph. i. 17; Luke ib. 32: Rom 
xvi. 255 1 Cor. xiv.26; Eph. iti. 3; Rev. i,t. It 
will be allowed by all, that these texts require no re- 
marks, as they have no bearing on the present ques 
tion. This word is once applied to the sons of God, 
Rom. viii. 19, and is rendered maaifestation. In 
Rom. ii. 5, and 2 Thess. i. 7, it is rendered revela- 
tion and revealed, and is applied to the revelation of 
God’s judgments on the unbelieving Jews. The 
following are all the places of its occurrence, which 
require any particular notice, and is rendered ap- 
pearing, revelation and revealed. 1 Peter i. 7, 
“That the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise, and 
honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 
{t is allowed, that the fire by which their faith was 
to be tried, was persecution. Compare chap. iv. 12. 
If it stood this fiery trial, it would be found unto 
praise, and honour, and glory “at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ.” The question is, Was this appear- 
ing at the end of this world? Let us consult verse 
13, where the same appearing or revelation of Jesus 
Christ is mentioned. “ Wherefore, gird up the 
loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end, 
for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” No one doubts, that 
“ the end,” and the appearing and revelation of Je- 
sus Christ in these verses, all refer to one period. 
This certainly agrees with Christ’s coming at the 
close of the Jewish dispensation, which we have 
seen is often called “the end.” But did Christ in 
reference to this end or coming, say any thing to 
his disciples about girding up their loins and being 
found when it arrived, watchful and faithful? No- 
thing is more certain. I only quote the following 
from Luke xii. 35, 36, “Let your loins be girded 
about and your lights burning; and ye yourselves 
like unto men that wait for their Lord.” But I ask, 
how these persons to whom Peter wrote, could gird 
up the loins of their minds, be sober and hope to 
the end, unless they expected the end of the world 
in their day ? Very few will contend for this. Some 
grace or favour, was to be brought unto them at this 
revelation of Jesus Christ, if found obedient to such 
exhortations. What was it? Their faith would be 
found unto praise, and honour, and glory, verse 7. 
They should then receive the salvation of their 





souls or persons, verse 9. And compare Matt. xxiv. 
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13. Then they should be'glad with exceeding joy, 
? Peter iv. 13. Compare all this with what our 
Lord said to his disciples in regard to his coming 
at the destruction of Jerusalem. In reference to the 
same appearing of Jesus Christ, Peter v. 4, says to 
the teachers who should feed the flock of God, 
«*And when the chief shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 
What, it will be said, did they receive a crown of 
zlory at the appearing of Jesus Christ, at the end o: 
the Jewish dispensation ? I answer yes, but cannot 
enter into the details of the proof here, having con- 
sidered this in one of the inquiries repeatedly re- 
ferred to, sufficient will appear presently, showing 
what this crown was, and when it was to be re- 
ceived. 

Such are all the texts in which apokalupsin is 
ased in the New Testament. Any further remarks 
on those passages, [ shall defer for my next, and 
fast communication. I am yours, 

W. BALFOUR. 
—f>—_ 
From the (Troy) Evangelical Restorationist. 
THE MISSION OF CHRIST. 
“ J come not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister.” Jesus. 

Various and contradictory are the opinions of 
professed christians, respecting the purpose and re- 
sult of the important mission of the Saviour. Many 
are the causes that have given rise to these discord- 
ant sentiments. Two great and principal sources 
are, difference in education, and dissimilarity in 
judgment. Had all men an uniformity of under- 
standing, and a similarity of education, we might 
expect unanimity of sentiment among mankind ; 
but the reverse of this is true. But dispensing with 
all the impressions made by creeds in early life, and 
the many misconceptions of erring man, let us 
“learn of Jesus.” 

Ist. Jt is evident that the Lord Jesus did not come 
into the world to make that true, which did not exist 
as truth prior to his mission. For such truth is 
eternal, as an attribute of God’s perfect character. 
The truth of God was the same, from all past, that 
it will be, to all future eternity. A!I that the bles- 
sed Saviour did, made not the design of God more 
true, nor all that infidels can do will “ make the 
faith of God of none effect.” Our divine Master 
taught eruel Pilate, who asked him “ What is 
truth ?” that “for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness to the truth.” Paul an 
apostle of Christ, to his Hebrew brethren, said, that 
** God in times past had spoken to the fathers by the 
prophets, but in latter times had spoken [truth] by 
his Son ;” and on another occasion, he said of Christ, 
“by whom life and immortality were brought to 
light.” That is, life and immortality were brought 
to light by the gospel and resurrection of Christ, 
just as the visible objects of nature are brought to 
light by the rising of the sun that makes our day. 
Were ovr Bibles, and every system and commentary 
disregarded, and destroyed from the earth, it could 
not affect the ultimate design of God, appertaining 
te man, and to all his works; yet, then, we could 





not have the “ witness of the prophets,” nor “ the 
testimony of Jesus,” the word of truth, the gospel of 
out salvation “to animate us in this dark world and 
make us hope to live again.” 

2d. The advent of the Mediator, was not to effect 
a change tn the greati am. Although this propo- 
sition suggests a notion opposed to popular senti- 
ments, as holden by many, yet it is reasonable and 
scriptural. 

As the scriptures are the “man of our counsel, 
and the Divine Teacher” is our Master, so we sub- 
mit this cause to their decision. Did Jesus teach 
that his errand was to rescue the offspring of the 
omniscient Creator from the almighty wrath and t- 
finite malevolence of himself? No. 

“ Engraved as in eternal brass, 
The mighty truth shall stand.” 

Hear the decision of “the just one.” For “God 
so loved the world.” Was it because it was holy ? 
No: it was sinful. What did the love of God in- 
duce him to do for his disobedient children? Ans. 
to “ send his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him might have everlasting life.” Hence 


it is evident to demonstration that the mission of 


Christ has effected no change in “his Father and 
our Father;” but was originated, carried on, and 
shall be perfected in untavsed, unmerited, un- 
bounded and unending wove, which “God com- 
mended to—sinners.”. + 

Sdly. He came withthe high authority of Heaven, 
to reconcile deceived and alienated man to his 
Maker. 

The scripture writers are unanimous in repre- 
senting man as being the unreconciled party; 
having “Jett the fountain of living waters” and 
“come short of the glory of God.” Therefore it 
was necessary that the Saviour’s labours of love 
should be directed to reconcile man and not God. 
The great apostle to the genules speaks of recon- 
ciliation in a number of instances, yet nian is ever 
the subject that “ receives the atonement,” (recon- 
ciliation.) He said to the Corinthians, that “ God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself.” 
(Not himself to the world.) “Be ye reconciled to 
God, who hath reconciled us to himself.” To the 
Colossians, he said, that God had “ made peace»by 
the blood of the cross ; by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself.” (Not himself to any thing.) Hence 
the notion that we must do something, or that 
something must be done, to make God our friend, 
is both unreasonable and unscriptural. 

4thly. He came to call sinners to repentance. 

In the accomplishment of this glorious work, he 
has proffered those inducements which are best cal- 
culated to effect so desirable an object. 

He has presented his kingdom with all its joys, 
with all its glories, in competition with the unsatis- 
fying and anguish giving service of the “ power of 
darkness ;” that he might deliver from the one, and 
translate into the other. On no other principle can 
repentance be effectually urged on sinners, than by 
showing them the wretchedness and misery of a 
sinful course; and exhibiting the soul-satisfiying 
enjoyments and felicities of the kingdom of the 





7 





mee ee ee 
















































190 GOSPEL 











HERALD. 











Prince of Peace. As long as man is persuaded that; 1 came down from heaven, not to do my own will ; 


the greatest happiness is realized in the vanities of| but the will of him that sent me, that of all which 
the world, be cannot be convinced that fo be happy, | he hath given me, I should lose nothing, but raise it 


is fo be good. But on the other hand, let the sinner 
view God as he is, altogether lovely, and he irresist- 
ibly will love God; for no man ever yet had the 
power to hate that which appeared lovely, or to love 
that which appeared odious. The power and influ- 
ence of Christ would be ineffectual to reconcile 
erring man to God, unless he appeared to such, 
their loving Father and changeless Friend. There- 
fore, as it was sinners only that “ the Light and Life 
of the world” came to reconcile, or “ to call to re- 
pentance,” the ambassador for Christ Jesus cannot 
be too eloquent in portraying the adorable character 
of the Autbor of life, love and blessing; nor too 
faithful in deputing the mission of the blessed Sa- 
viour ; in doing which, he will speak in the lan- 
guage of “ the friend of sinners,” saying, “ come,” 
“come, for all things are now ready ;” that the 
transgressor may break off from his sins by righ- 
teousness, cease to do evil, and learn, and love “ to 
do well.” 
Sthly. He came to destroy Satan and his kingdom. 
No truth is more plainly taught in the scriptures, 
than that the “ root and branch” of wickedness shall 
be destroyed. Every admirer of virtue and: every 
lover of goodness must desire the accomplishment 
of so divine and glorious a work, as the final aboli- 
tion of all evil. It was the Father who said to the 
deceiver, (Gen. iii. 15.) that the seed of the woman 
i. e. Christ, should bruise the serpent’s head. St. 
Paul has applied this subject to the destruction of 
the adversary. (Hebrews ii. 14.) His words are, 
“that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the Devil.” Here is an 
unequivocal declaration certifying the annihilation 
of the ever prolific source of sin and misery. The 
beloved apostle John, has furnished us with addi- 
tional evidence on this subject; (Ist. Epist. iii. 8 ;) 
“For this purpose the sou of God was manifested 
that he might destroy the works of the Devil.” 

Every christian who sincerely desires that “Jesus 
should see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied,” 
must rejoice that “the last enemy shall be de- 
stroyed.” 

6thly. Jesus came to do his Father’s will. 

What the will of God is, which he shall execute, 
every heir must be solicitous to know ; and especi- 
ally interested to ascertain, whether this will is fa- 
vourable or unfavourable. On this important sub- 
ject the apostle Paul has been explicit. He testifies, 
(1 Tim. ii. 4,) that God “will have all men to be 


up again at the last day.” Respecting the number 
given to Christ the reader is invited to read (Matt. 
xi. 27; Luke x. 22; John iii. 85; Heb. i.2.) To 
all which we subjoin the pious ejaculation of every 
disciple of our divine Master, viz. “ Thy will be 
done.” 

7thly, and lastly. The purpose and result of his 
mission are the salvation of the world. To this soul 
aummating truth Jesus bore witness, when he said, 
(John tii. 17,) * God sent not his son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved.” And again, (John xii. 47,) 
“For I came not to judge the world, but to save the 
world.” John said, (1st. Epist. iv. 14,) “* We have 
seen, and do testily that the Father sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world,” &c. Some, however, 
doubt the fulfilment of all this. They say, “man 
has so much agency I am afraid the whole world 
will not be saved.” But these believe in a Millen- 
nium; when all on earth shall know the Lord from 
the least to the greatest. Why not introduce the 
agency of the creature, and say, | am afraid it never 
will be? 
It should be recollected that it is the same Jesus, 
the same cause which shall effect the world’s salva- 
tion, that will produce the Millennium, and both by 
co-operating with, and not violating the agency of 
an individual. 

—~—>>— 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
SPEAK EVIL OF NO MAN. Titus iii. 2. 

As an improper use of the tongue, is so frequently 
made an occasion of evil surmising, hasty judging, 
hatred, and hateful contention, &c. it is no wonder 
that the holy Jesus, and his blessed apostles so fre- 
quently gave warning of the danger of it. Matt. 
xii. 37, “ For by thy words thou shalt be justified ; 
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” When 
we have carelessly, or maliciously spoken evil of 
our brother or neighbour, which is the same, he 
hears thereof, and calls us to account, saying, “ Js 
it so?” Being sensible we were wrong, and at the 
saine time, ashamed to acknowledge it, we are 
thrown into confusion; our own hearts condemn 
us; and we may be sure that God is greater than 
our hearts, and knoweth all things. And surely his 
law condenins us. 
But when we have carefully watched our own 
conversations, and have spoken no otherwise of our 
neighbour,than we are willing he should speak of us, 


saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” [in like circumstances, if he bear a false report of our 
From the testimony of this servant of the Lamb, we | conversation concerning him, and accuse us, how 
find the will of our Father in the most favourable [readily we can assure him that we have spoken as 
light. It was this will that the Son of God lived, | favourably of him as his character will admit ; and 
died, and revived to accomplish. To the Ephe- | what is best of all, we have peace in our own hearts ; 
sians, (Chap. i. 9, 10,) this apostle spake concerning | as they do not condemn us, “ we have confidence 
the “mystery of God’s will;” which was “that in | towards God.” 


the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 


Although it seems, at first view, to be but a small 


gather together in one all things in Christ.” We | matter to govern our tongues, yet it is so great, we 
have heard the testimony of the servant; let us|are informed, that the man who does not offend 





listen now to the Master, (St. John vi. 83, 39,) “ For | with his tongue, is a perfect man. James iii. 2, “ If 
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any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect 
man, and able also to bridle the whole body.” St. 
James shows in this chapter, that the tongue is the 
most difficult to tame of any thing that is found in 
nature. Verse 6, “So is the tongue among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body, and set- 
teth on fire the whole course of nature ; and is set 
on fire of hell.” Verse 7, “It is an unruly evil full 
of deadly poison.” And its most poisonous strokes 
are mentioned in verse 8, “Therewith bless we 
God, even the Father ; and therewith curse we men 
which are made after the similitude of God.” 

When I remember that “men are made after 
the similitude of God,” and are, as I believe, des- 
tined to be my fellow-heirs of eternal glory, I pray 
to God, to forgive me, that ever I let my tongue 
throw a poisonous dart at any of my fellow-men. 

We should remember that every word we speak 
of our neighbour, which is calculated to injure his 
reputation or prosperity, is indirectly cursing him; 
although we used not the word curse. And shall 
we allow ourselves to curse? by no means. Well 
might St. James say, in verse 10, “ My brethren, 
these things ought not so to be.” 

Having heretofore frequently judged, and found 
guilty, and condemned myself for speaking evil of 
men, I did not know but others might need to be 
put to thinking of the same; for which purpose, 
these remarks are offered in sincerity. And I pray 
to God, to give me so much of the holy spicit of 
love and good will towards men, that I may never 
have a malevolent feeling rise in my heart towards 
any of them, so as to send forth a poisonous word. 
“ And let all the people say, Amen.” 

“ Let us watch and pray, that we enter not into 
temptation.” S. HUTCHINSON. 

_— > 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—This evening while looking ovci 
some numbers of your paper, my eye caugit the fol- 
lowing expression in No. 20, vol. vi. “ We have no 
knowledge, and, consequently, no belief of a sepa- 
rate state of consciousness, or unconsciousness, be- 
tween death and the resurrection.” Will you please 
Mr. Editor, to inform me of what you consider our 
Saviour’s meaning, when he said to the thief on the 
cross, “This day shalt thou be with me in Para- 
dise ?” Also, please to give an exposition of the fol- 
lowing passages of Scripture: 2 Cor. v. 6, 7, 8, 
“Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, 
whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent 
from the Lord. (For we walk by faith, not by sight.) 
Weare confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent fiom the body, and to be present with the 
Lord.” Also, Philippians i. 23,24, “For Iam ina 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and be 
with Christ ; which is far better. Nevertheless to 
abide in the flesh, is more needful for you.” 

By giving your comments on the above scriptures, 
you may help an INQUIRER. 

ANSWER. 


In reply to our correspondent’s first query, rela- 
tive to the thief on the cross, we remark, that we do 
not consider the passage quoted of sufficient author- 





ity, to predicate on that alone the doctrine of a 
separate state ; for the following reasons :— 

First, Matthew's relation of the crucifixion of 
Christ, chap. xxvii. 38—44, gives a different ac- 
count of the matter; he declares that the thieves, 
(in the plural,) mocked Christ. 

Second, Mark’s relation, chap. xv. 27—82, con- 
firms Matthew’s statement. Mark asserts, that 
“they [the thieves] that were crucified with him, 
reviled him.” 

Third, John’s relation, chap. xix. 18, $2, is in 
harmony with, and a farther confirmation of Mat- 
thew and Mark’s accounts of the transaction. Luke, 
only, speaks of the repentant thief. 

Fourth, Luke was not an eyewitness, but received 
his account of the matter from others. 

Fifth, those who were eyewitnesses, give a dif- 
ferent account from Luke’s. 

Sixth, It is more consistent with sound judgment, 
and reason, to believe three men, who were present, 
and saw the events they relate, than to believe one 
man, who received his information from others. 

Seventh, it is a fair presumption, and a necessary 
and reasonable conclusion, that Luke never pro- 
mulgated any account of this transaction, which 
contradicts the accounts given by Matthew, Mark, 
and John. How this happened, that is, how Luke's 
gospel was helped to this extra matter, we are un- 
able to determine. 

The above reasons are sufficient to deter us from 
receiving the testimony adduced by our corres- 
pondent, as sufficient to prove any thing in favour of 
his hypothesis. 

The passages quoted by Inquirer, 2 Cor. v. 6, 7, 
8; Phil. i. 23, 24, are, in our estimation, the most 
conclusive evidence against this hypothesis, the doc- 
trine of a separate, or intermediate state between 
death and the resurrection. The doctrine of the 
resurrection of the body, is any thing but a Scripture 
doctrine. It is “the resurrection of the dead,” not 
of the body, which is the theme of the inspired 
writer. The above passages declare, in the most 
unequivocal language, the following fact: When 
Paul was in the body, or flesh, he was absent from 
the Lord. When Paul is absent from the body, or 
flesh, he is “ preseat with the Lord.” 

Pau! also in the connexion, says, in relation to 
being with the Lord, that mortality shall be swal- 
lowed up of life. Where is the Lord, whoin Paul 
asserted he should be present with, and have his 
mortality swallowed up of life, when he should be 
absert from the body, or flesh “He [the Lord} 
hath led captivity captive ; he hath ascended up on 
high.” Where hath the Lord ascended? Ans, “ He 
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
He hath appeared in the presence of God, for us.” 

How do these testimonies agree with this hypo- 
thesis of a separate or intermediate state, which we 
hear so much of ? Separate from what? Not from 
Christ ; for the party is in his presence immediately 
on being absent from the body, or flesh. Not sepa- 
rate from God; for Christ is seated at his right 
hand. Not separate from the power of Christ’s 
resurrection: for the party is raised, and ascends 
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into the presence of the Majesty on high. Not 
separate from immortality ; for this recipient’s mor- 
tality is swallowed up of life. Let my mortality be 
swallowed up of life—let me ascend on high, and 
appear in the presence of God, and Christ, and I 


want no other resurrection. I shall then “be 
clothed upon with our house which is from hea- 
ven”—I shall then appear in the heavenly image, 
with a spiritual body, incorruptible and glorious— 
I shall then dwell in the mansions of my Father's 
house on high, and sing the triumphant song, “O 
death! where is thy sting? O grave! where is thy 
victory ? Thanks be to God, who hath given us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
—_—~>—— 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
SUICIDE. 

Persis Hall, a young lady of highly cultivated 
mind and of accomplished manners, about 24 years 
of age, of Lebanon, (N. H.) destroyed herself re- 
cently by taking opium. She had been in a state 
of mental derangement for four or five months pre- 
vious to the fatal night, occasioned by a belief that 
she had committed the unpardonable sin. This re- 
ligious phrensy produced a state of deep dejection 
and despair ; which all the exertions of her friends 
could not remové, and which resulted as mentioned 
above. 

Occurrences of this kind are frequent in places 
where Calvinism is preached in all its skeleton 
nakedness, in all the terribleness of its unrelenting 
decrees. But far as we remember, no pagan has 
committed suicide from a belief that his sins would 
not be forgiven ; nor did any hearer of Christ or his 
apostles hang himself or take opium to end his life, 
because he thought his crimes unpardonable. Nor 


does it appear that any one, by a faithful study of 


the scriptures, without the assistance of a teacher 
who believed in eternal damnation, has arrived at 
the conclusion that the mercy of God is clean gone 
for ever, and that for him remains nothing but the 
blackness of darkness through eternity. Had this 
young lady been taught that the Lord will not cast 
off for ever; bul though he cause grief, yet will he 
have compassion according to the multitude of his 
mercies ; that he will not contend for ever ; that he is 
without variableness or shadow of turning, and that 
his tender mercies endure over ail for ever, instead 
of being in a state of mental derangement four or 
five months previous to the fatal night, from a be- 
lief that she had quenched the spirit, trampled under 
foot the Son of God, and committed an unpardon- 
able sin, she might have been a cheerful, devoted, 
and exemplary christian, an ornament to religion, 
the joy of het friends and the comfort and support 
of their declining years. But the doctrine of pre- 
destinated damnation, having assailed her gentle 
soul with all its blighting fury, she withered away 
like a delicate flower before the scorching simoom. 
—>>—- 
CONCLUSIVE ARGUMENTS 

IN FAVOUR OF THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN. 

With respect to the salvation of man, one of the 
three following positions must be taken by every 





consistent logician ; for we cannot think of a fourth 
that would be likely to be taken by any one. 

1. God would save all men, but could not ; or 2. 
He could save all men, but would not; or 3. He can 
save all men, and will save all men. 

If we adopt the first hypothesis, and say he would 
save all, but could not, we rob him of one of his most 
glorious attributes, viz. Power; for this position 
supposes a lack of power, as the only reason why his 
will is not accomplished. If we adopt the second 
hypothesis, and say he could save all, but would not, 
we rob him of another attribute equally glorious and 
more endearing than power, viz. Goodness, or a be- 
nevolent disposition towards mankind ; for this po 
sition supposes a lack of goodness or benevolence in 
God towards his creatures, as the only reason why 
they are not saved. But if we adopt the third hy- 
pothesis, and say he cgn save all, and will save all, 
we allow his power to be omnipotent, his goodness to 
be unbounded, his wisdom to be omniscient, and 
every other amiable, glorious and perfect attribute 
to be possessed by him in infinite fulness and per- 
fection. And so by reversion, if we allow that Deity 
is possessed of every perfection, I see no way of 
avoiding the conclusion that he both can and will, 
save all mankind with an everlasting salvation 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Evan. Rest. 

—>— 
TAXING THE CLERGY. 

A late paper states, the Duke del Infantado, the 
new minister in Spain, has proposed to raise ways 
and means by imposing a tax of twenty millions o: 
reals on the clergy. Phil. Ref. 

—>—-. 
From the (Philadelphia) Universalist 
ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP. 

Lord! what offering shall we bring, 

At thine altar when we bow ? 
Hearts, the pure unsullied spring 

Whence the kind affections flow ; 
Soft compassion’s feeling soul, 

By the melting eye express'd ; 
Sympathy, at whose control 

Sorrow leaves the wounded breast 


Willing hands to lead the blind, 
Bind the wounded, feed the poor 
Love, embracing all our kind ; 
Charity, with lib’ral store. 
Teach us, O thou Heavenly King ! 
Thus to show our grateful mind, 
Thus th’ accepted off’ring’bring, 
Love to ‘Thee and all mankind 


—>——- 
NOTICE. 
JUST PUBLISHED, and for sale, Three Lectures 
delivered at Southold, (L.. I.) February, 1826, on the fol- 
lowing subjects: The Fall of Man. The Person and Mis- 
sion of Jesus Christ. The Final Restoration of all Men to 
Holiness and Happiness. By Z. Goldsmith. Price Twenty- 
five cents. “ALSO. ¢ 
Reasons for believing in Universalism, or the Ultimate 
Salvation of all Men. A Sermon delivered in the First 
Universalist Church in Hartford. By John Bisbe, Pastor. 
Also, for sale as above, THE CHILD'S SCRIPTURAL 
CATECHISM, by the Dozen or Single. 
Sasa ae See) 


PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY, AT ONE 
DOLLAR PER ANN. NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STREET- 
Payable ix Advance. 

















